SJBTERN'S MARRIAGE.                      157

of September, there is, strangely enough, not only no allu-
sion to Severn's approaching marriage or even any apparent
knowledge of that event as likely to be immediate, but he
persuades his friend to come to Florence in October to
recruit his health. Severn had succumbed to an attack of
fever, severe though fortunately short, and he seems to have
himself had some idea of going to Florence for a change ;
yet, at that time, his marriage was already arranged to take
place in October. There is nothing in Brown's letter calling
for quotation : it is mainly occupied with the news of the
death of his brother Septimus, with messages to Severn
from Landor and Kirkup, and from the writer to Eastlake
and Gibson. At the end he adds: "Lady Westmorland is
here: I trust that's no hindrance to your coming."

It is unnecessary to go into full detail on the subject of
Severn's rupture with Lady Westmorland, and his marriage
with Miss Montgomerie.

He declares that he long endured with the best grace
he could Lady Westmorland's autocratic ways with Miss
Montgomerie. The latter was often placed in unpleasant,
if not even humiliating, positions, the only redeeming
point in their favour being the frequent opportunities
thereby afforded to the lovers to see each other away from
Lady Westmorland's jealous scrutiny.

The result of the announcement of his coming marriage
was that a complete break occurred between Severn and
his old-time friend. He saw that it would not do to post-
pone the wedding: and as at the same time Miss Mont-
gomerie declined to be married from the Palazzo Eospigliosi,
and as Lady Westmorland had set nearly every one
against her, it was settled that the event should take place
in Florence. Severn wrote at once to Brown and other
friends, and soon all needful arrangements were made.
Till the last moment both he and Miss Montgomerie half
anticipated some act of violence or interference on the
part of one whom they could not but look upon as their
enemy. But as a matter of fact the latter subdued her ill-
will for the time being, sufficiently to allow her to bee may be found in the
